STOP Amnesty International

PROMOTING ABORTION

Amnesty International (Al) is currently carrying out a consultation
among its members about proposals to change its policy on
abortion.

All of Al's national groups are being consulted in preparation for
Al's International Committee Meeting in 2007 when Al's policy
will be decided.

. If a pro-abortion policy is adopted by Al, it would
encourage nations to go against international human
rights law. To do this would seriously tarnish the
reputation of Al, and hinder its ability to function as a

respected international human rights watchdog;

The adoption of such a divisive policy might cause pro-life
and other members to resign, cease supporting, or distance
themselves from Al;

Abortion is a needless act of violence against innocent
human beings and promoting this as a right would not help
their cause;

The policy completely ignores the rights of one group of
people: the unborn;

Asserting a right to kill worldwide would harm, not help,
international human rights.

Lodge your protest here: http://web.amnesty.org/contacts/contact_us/eng-000

or

write to: International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London, WC1X 0DW, UK

For more information visit http://www.spuc.org.uk/lobbying/amnestyinternational

OR

contact: johnsmeaton@spuc.org.uk

Points you can make about abortion and human rights

There are some rights which the state has authority to confer (such as
citizenship) but there are also fundamental rights of human beings.
Fundamental rights, including the right to life, are inherent to, and
derive from, the dignity of the human person. These rights are not
bestowed by governments but must be recognised by them and
protected in law. The right to life and equality is enshrined in a number
of international human rights instruments.

Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights begins with the
articulation of the human values to be defended in terms of human
rights: “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of
person.”

There is no agreed basis for dividing up the human family into persons
and non-persons, but there is an agreement from science that, from
fertilisation, we all share a common humanity; that we are all members
of the “human family”, to use the declaration's words.

The attempts to exclude some members of the human family from moral
consideration have led to justifications of intolerable abuses of human
rights including slavery and genocide. The declaration, following the
United Nations Charter, rejects discrimination against any members of
the “human family”, and requires the “recognition of the inherent

dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of
the human family”.

Also, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child states that:
“The child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity,
needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal
protection, before as well as after birth”. (UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, 1959). This is the most widely ratified human
rights treaty in the world.

It is true that the practice of abortion is widespread and, in many
countries, legal, at least in some circumstances. There is,
however, a mismatch between the human rights requirements of
international law and the practice of individuals and nation
states.

Prohibitions on abortion by sovereign states are not only
compatible with the requirements of international human rights
instruments but are, in fact, the most probable interpretation of
those requirements. It would therefore not only be wrong but
foolish for an international human rights organisation such as
Amnesty International to adopt a policy in favour of abortion.
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